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This is a concise, doâ€“itâ€“ yourself guide to the Lao languageLao Basics teaches conversational

Lao from the very beginning with an emphasis on reading and writing an is the easiest way to learn

Lao. Students of Thai will find Lao quite simple, as much of these two languages are the same or

very similar. These languages derive from Sanskrit and share many of the same consonants,

vowels, vocabulary and grammar. Lao Basics is organized so that you first learn to read Lao, write

Lao, speak Lao and comprehend the 26 consonants in their tonal classes. Once you have mastered

these you will study the 28 vowels in subsets. Within each vowel grouping, you will learn

vocabulary, conversational phrases, alphabetical order and sentence structure through exercises

that grow more challenging as your vocabulary increases. As you progress through Lao Basics,

vocabulary from previous lessons will be repeated regularly and our command of the written and

spoken language will steadily improve. And you can do all this on your own. Each chapter's Lao

words and exercises have been recorded on the accompanying MP3 audioâ€“CD, and all of the

exercises answers are in the back of the book. Highlights of this book are: Throughout, review

exercises with answer keys help you polish your skills. The vocabulary and phrases are written in

Lao script, and are accompanied by pronunciations that help English speakers to say them

accurately. The MP3 audio CD includes every vocabulary item, sample phrases, and exercises, so

that you can learn from native voices.
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Lao Basics comes after living in Laos for nearly two years, working for the Vientiane International

School, the US embassy, the Lao-American College and the Mekong Fisheries. I loved living in

Laos, but I found at the time that there were no good Lao learning books. While visiting Thailand

one time, though, I came upon Easy Thai, by Gordon Allision. It really helped me pick up Thai in an

efficient manner and used practical vocabulary. After that, I started working on Lao Basics, which

was always in my mind: Easy Lao.Â  My co-author, Tee, was a tremendous help. It took much

longer than it should have for me to finish this book, because sometimes, to be honest, it's very

easy to pass the days in Laos by doing not a whole lot. Tee pushed me to finish it though, and I am

very happy with the result.Â  Lao Basics is a very thin book with a lot of punch. There is a CD that

has all of the Lao spoken by a native speaker to help you with pronunciation; and the format, like

Easy Thai is super easy, dare I say, fun, to use. The first chapter for example, teaches the first 4

consonants. You have to practice writing them, and memorizing the sounds, but after you do it,

you'll know them backwards and forwards with our practice pages. Then you move on to the next

set. Before you know it, you have learned all of the 26 consonants and are moving on the the

vowels, the most unique part of the language. With each vowel set, you learn new and useful words

that you can use right away. And you'll be translating sentences from Lao to English and vice-versa

starting with this first vowel set. I hope you enjoy learning Lao as much as I have. Once you start,

you'll be able to use a Lao dictionary, and a Thai one for that matter. So much of the languages are

similar, that you'll find you can get by in both countries with one language, and then you'll learn the

other that much easier.Â  Lao is by far much easier than Thai, and a great place to start. Check out

my other language books: Chinese & Japanese Phrase-Day, and out in 2011, Instant Vietnamese.

Sam Brier is the owner of Academic Experiences Abroad, which creates customized study abroad

programs to Asian countries.Phouphanomlack (Tee) Sangkhamponeis from Vientiane, Laos, and

lives in London.exercises, so that you can learn from native voices.

This book is exactly what I wanted to review tones and also reading and writing vowels!

Unfortunately, the cd is an MP3 and I was not able to figure out how to convert it to a regular cd for

easier, non-stop listening. Although that was not the fault of the author or publisher, my need for a

cd not in MP3 format is what stops me from giving this a five star rating.

This book is kind of short, but it does go through the alphabet and some vocabulary in a nice

manner. The CD is helpful.



I have only just received this so I have not delved too far into it but what lessons I have done have

already taught me quite a bit. I love that it not only teaches the spoken but also the written

language. I work with Laos people and have been dating someone from Laos for nearly 2 years and

hope to have a better understanding of the language by the end of the coarse.

The book is great but I'm very disappointed that the CD did not play anything. Had the CD worked I

would have given it 5 stars.

Pretty nice book. There were a few misprints. But all in all, very helpful

as described.

working my way thru this.... trying to teach this old dog~ a new language.
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